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and when they go from one place to another, each man carries
calabashes full of water. But when the Indians of Manta
go to Puerto Viefo, fearing lest they might meet some Span-
iard who would drink it for them, they prefer going two
miles inland, to get a stinking, black, dirty water that rises
out of a rock; knowing that the Christians will not drink
that water. This country is hot and damp, nor is the sky
ever serene. There are a great many deer, pigs, and fowls
of a Spanish breed; and here they make better maize-bread
than they do in any other part of India. Although somo
say that it has an advantage over whcaten bread, I cannot
agree to like it. A great deal of honey is produced, but
acid; nor is the wax very good. There is also a sort of
fruit resembling figs, called by the natives pajwif, some large
and some small, peculiar to this kingdom, for I have never
seen them in any other province: the tree is tall and deli-
cate, and the fruit is of a sweetish taste. There is also ano-
ther sort of small figs, full of prickles, called tanne / but
these are found in other districts also, as Nicaragua, (iuuti-
mala, and throughout the kingdom of New Spain.
The Indians of the province of Puerto Vwjn are gone-
rally subject to a disease called lerugue; it assails the face and
some other parts of the body; the pustules are generally of
the size of a walnut. I have had my share of them. They give
no pain, but are ugly, and full of blood. There is no remedy
but to let them ripen, and then cut them off delicately with
a thread- These people paint their faces. They make holds
in their nostrils, lips, ears, and cheeks, and then put jewels
into them on feast-days. Their usual dress is a shirt without
sleeves. Some go quite naked, and occasionally they dye
(iingono) the entire body black.
All along this coast the Indians are great fishermen. The
boats they use are a kind of raft,1 both for fishing or wavi-
1 Every country seems to contrive embarcations adapted to locality.
So mth the rafts or Mzas here mentioned, which are admirably con-